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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office action is responsive to the following communication: Amendment filed on 26 October 
2006. 

2. Claims 1-5, and 7-9 are pending and present for examination. Claims 1, 7, and 8 are 
independent. 

Drawings 

3. As per the objection to the Drawings, applicant's amendment has been acknowledged. 
Accordingly, the objection has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 1-5 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Murakami et al 
(EP 1 286 292, hereinafter referred to as MURAKAMI), filed on 16 August 2002, and published on 26 
February 2003. 

6. As per independent claims 1 and 7-8, MURAKAMI teaches: 

A method of controlling a server apparatus which stores in a memory image data 
received via a network, comprising the steps of: 

setting a disclosure date of the received image data {See Murakami, Para. 0042, wherein 
this reads over "[t]he attached file is an image data file"; and Para. 0085, wherein this reads over "a 
timer means that ticks the time, and designates the date and time when the e-mail is to be 
transmitted to the mail-with-entry information creation unit on the basis of the transmission 

date/time designation information"}; 

processing the received image data to create processed image data {See Murakami, 
Para. 0099, wherein this reads over "plural applications for processing the attached file and, for 
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example, when the attached file is image data, the processing unit activates an application for 
performing image processing"}; 

comparing a time ticked in the server apparatus and the set disclosure date {See 
MURAKAMI, Para. 0085, wherein this reads over "a timer means that ticks the time, and designates 
the date and time when the e-mail is to be transmitted to the mail-with-entry information creation 
unit on the basis of the transmission date/time designation information"}; 

creating page information for displaying the processed image data when the time 
ticked in the server apparatus is determined to be earlier than the set disclosure 
date {See MURAKAMI, Para. 0014, wherein this reads over "the data of the attached file are shared 
on the server, whereby plural clients can view the attached file"}, and creating page 
information for displaying the received image data when the time ticked in the 
server apparatus is determined to be the set disclosure date {See Murakami, Para. 
0087, wherein this reads over M [t]he remainder setting unit instructs to the mail-with-entry- 
information creation unit to transmit an e-mail when the timer included in the remainder setting unit 
shows the date and time designated by the transmission date/time designation information"}; and 

transmitting , via the network, the created page information for displaying the 
processed image data before the set disclosure date, and transmitting the 
created page information for displaying the received image data on the set 
disclosure date, to a specified recipient {See Murakami, Para. 0094, wherein this reads 

over "the e-mail A that is transmitted"}. 

7. As per dependent claim 2, MURAKAMI teaches: 

The method according to claim 1, wherein said processing step creates a plurality of 
processed image data, and further comprising a step of setting a level of processing 
performed for the received image data to create each processed image data {See 
MURAKAMI, Para. 0099, wherein this reads over "plural applications for processing the attached file and, 
for example, when the attached file is image data, the processing unit activates an application for 
performing image processing "}. 

8. As per dependent claim 3, MURAKAMI teaches: 

The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

setting a date of creating the page information for displaying the processed image 
data {See MURAKAMI, Para. 0042, wherein this reads over "[t]he attached file is an image data 
file"; and Para. 0085, wherein this reads over "a timer means that ticks the time, and designates the 
date and time when the e-mail is to be transmitted to the mail-with-entry information creation unit 
on the basis of the transmission date/time designation information"}; and 

determining whether the time ticked in the server apparatus is the same as the set 
date of creating the page information for displaying the processed image data 
{See MURAKAMI, Para. 0085, wherein this reads over "a timer means that ticks the time, and 
designates the date and time when the e-mail is to be transmitted to the mail-with-entry information 
creation unit on the basis of the transmission date/time designation information"}, and 

wherein said step of creating the page information for displaying the processed 
image data is executed when the time ticked in the server apparatus is 
determined to be the same as the date of creating the page information {See 
MURAKAMI, Para. 0087, wherein this reads over "[t]he remainder setting unit instructs to the mail- 
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with-entry-information creation unit to transmit an e-mail when the timer included in the remainder 
setting unit shows the date and time designated by the transmission date/time designation 

information"}. 

9. As per dependent claim 4, MURAKAMI teaches: 

The method according to claim 1, wherein a same address in the network is assigned for 
transmitting the page information for displaying the processed image data and the 
page information for displaying the received image data {See Murakami, Para. 0055, 
wherein this reads over "[t]he URL creation unit creates a URL indicating the entry position of the attached 
file on the basis of the entry position information" and "creates an e-mail B on the basis of the second e- 
mail creation information that is outputted from the analysis authentication unit, and the URL that is 
outputted"}. 

10. As per dependent claim 5, MURAKAMI teaches: 

The method according to claim 1, wherein said processing includes at least one of mosaic 
processing, emboss processing, and wipe processing {See Murakami, Para. 0099, wherein 
this reads over "plural applications for processing the attached file and, for example, when the attached 
file is image data, the processing unit activates an application for performing image processing" and 
"processing form such as 'monochrome' or 'mosaic'"}. 

11. As per dependent claim 9, MURAKAMI teaches: 

The method according to claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 

setting a date of creating the page information for displaying the processed image 
data {See MURAKAMI, Para. 0042, wherein this reads over "[t]he attached file is an image data 
file"; and Para. 0085, wherein this reads over "a timer means that ticks the time, and designates the 
date and time when the e-mail is to be transmitted to the mail-with-entry information creation unit 
on the basis of the transmission date/time designation information"}; and 

determining whether the time ticked in the server apparatus is the same as the set 
date of creating the page information for displaying the processed image data 
{See MURAKAMI, Para. 0085, wherein this reads over "a timer means that ticks the time, and 
designates the date and time when the e-mail is to be transmitted to the mail-with-entry information 
creation unit on the basis of the transmission date/time designation information"}, 

wherein said step of creating the page information for displaying the processed 
image data is executed when the time ticked in the server apparatus is 
determined to be the same as the set date of creating the page information {See 
MURAKAMI, Para. 0087, wherein this reads over "[t]he remainder setting unit instructs to the mail- 
with-entry-information creation unit to transmit an e-mail when the timer included in the remainder 
setting unit shows the date and time designated by the transmission date/time designation 
information"}. 



Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 26 October 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 



persuasive. 
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a. Applicant's Arguments: 

i. Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) 

Applicant requests clarification of the grounds of the rejections. 

Applicant asserts the argument that "the applied art of Murakami is not seen to 
disclose or to suggest the features of the present invention, and in particular, is not seen 
to disclose or to suggest at least the features of creating page information for displaying 
processed image data when a time ticked in a server apparatus is determined to be 
earlier than a set disclosure date, and transmitting the created page information for 
displaying the processed image data before the set disclosure date to a recipient" (See 
Amendment, page 9). 

b. Response to Arguments: 

i. Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(a^ 

As per Applicant's request for further clarification of the grounds of the 
rejections, Examiner respectfully submits that Murakami qualifies as prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 102(a) and has been applied accordingly in the present Office action. 

As per Applicant's argument that Murakami does not disclose or suggest 
"creating page information for displaying processed image data when a time ticked in a 
server apparatus is determined to be earlier than a set disclosure date," the Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. It is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., 
displaying processed image data) are optionally recited in the rejected claims since the 
claims include an intended use. The recitation of "creating page information for 
displaying processed image data" and "transmitting the created page information for 
displaying the processed image data" provide a limitation wherein the page information is 
created for the intended use of displaying processed image data (emphasis added). 
Therefore, since the intended use language, "for displaying processed image data," is 
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optional and not afforded any patentable weight, it is noted that Murakami does indeed 
read on the claim limitations of creating and transmitting page information. 
Accordingly, the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) are sustained. 

Conclusion 

13. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Paul Kim whose telephone number is (571) 272-2737. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F, 9am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on (571) 272-4146. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,273 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2161 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Paul Kim 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2161 
TECH Center 2100 




